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Growing real world skills in simulated environments
By Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell
19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

“Little Rock Tower, this is ROCK01, Little Rock Tower,
this is ROCK01, Little Rock Tower, this is ROCK01 …”
This is a common phrase heard in the Little Rock Air
Force Base Aircraft Control Tower room overlooking the
entire breadth of the runway, but even more so in the
simulator training room found just a few floors below.
Airman 1st Class Ashley McDowell, 19th Operations
Support Squadron air traffic control apprentice, attempts
to contact a pilot in charge of a C-130J as it prepares to
land on Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas. She has to
juggle multiple incoming and outgoing aircraft at once
and trains for this by using the primary tool for air traffic
controllers upgrade training - a simulator designed to
encompass the entirety of her job responsibilities.
The 19th OSS Airmen who operate in the control
tower on Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas, are
charged with directing aircraft coming in and out of
the base. Given the basics of how to accomplish this at
technical school, Airmen go to their bases to receive
further instruction on the specifics of their jobs and to
learn exactly how to execute them effectively. They do
this through dozens of hours spent on a life-like simulator and constant on-the-job training.
“The purpose of the simulator is to supplement a
live training environment, increase job proficiency and
facilitate upgrade training without slowing mission
operations,” said Master Sgt. Terence Horn, 19th OSS
chief controller. “We’re able to demonstrate anything an
Airman might encounter in the real air traffic control
tower such as; increasing or decreasing traffic, incorporating inflight or ground aircraft emergencies or inclement weather.”
Air traffic control Airmen logged 2,900 hours on the
simulator in 2017, while learning the rules and regulations they’ll need for their Air Force career, as well as
familiarizing themselves with the rules of the Federal
Aviation Administration.
“Our technical school is an approved FAA air traffic
control course,” said Master Sgt. Lenn Bassett, 19th
OSS assistant chief controller. “This means that we are
certified FAA controllers, but we also have to learn Air
Force specific regulations as well.”
This dual responsibility can be hard to balance

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell

Senior Airman Gabriella Bellou, 19th Operations Support Squadron air traffic control journeyman, and Airman 1st Class Kyle Hood, 19th
OSS air traffic control apprentice, use a simulator to assist Hood in his upgrade training Jan. 10 at Little Rock Air Force Base. The simulator
is the primary tool used in air traffic control upgrade training, which can take up to a year.
and can be made even more complicated when human
elements are added.
“Having to learn how to communicate clearly through
our radios was one of the hardest parts of the job for me,”
McDowell said. “That was a big obstacle to overcome
because it completely messes up your plans. So I’m glad that
I got to figure it out in the sim and then apply it in the real
control tower.”
Nearing the end of her upgrade training, McDowell found

that she can appreciate those long hours spent training on
the simulator. It equipped her to perform how she practices,
ultimately generating safe and effective mission execution
every time.
“Having the simulator there to help me learn how to deal
with hairy situations and ironing out the specifics on details
that you struggle with is really helpful,” McDowell said. “It’s
satisfying to be able to work through something that you’d
been thinking about without having to risk the mission.”
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C-130 aircrews: no
strangers to providing
assistance on ground
By Maj. James Pearce

19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs
C-130 aircrews are no strangers
to providing assistance to those on
the ground. Normally that takes the
form of delivering critical supplies to
a remote outpost or putting combatrigged airborne troops safely on a drop
zone. However, on a recent 62d Airlift
Squadron student training mission our
formation was able to unexpectedly lend
a hand to local first responders.
JODY 40, my two–aircraft formation,
was on a flight for a simulated airdrop at
Blackjack Drop Zone when we received
a traffic call from Little Rock Approach
about an aircraft, altitude unknown,
along our flight path. The crew held
checklists and began scanning for the
traffic, and quickly spotted a white,
single-engine Cessna which eventually passed directly beneath us at a fairly
low altitude. Moments later, we heard
the pilot of the Cessna state that he was
having a malfunction and was going
to have to land in a field. That got our
attention.
My crew marked the location of where
we had seen the Cessna and continued the run-in while monitoring Little
Rock Approach frequency. We listened
as a private pilot in the area talked with
the pilot of the downed aircraft and
determined he made a safe landing.
After we completed our simulated
airdrop, we queried Little Rock Approach
if they needed us to find the downed
aircraft because we had a pretty good
idea where he was and could get there
quickly. They told us that another pilot
was enroute to assist and did not require
our assistance.
We continued our training with a
recovery and low approach at Little
Rock AFB, but when we switched back
to Little Rock Approach it was clear that
the private pilot or Sheriff’s Department
were unable to locate the aircraft.
We queried them again offering our
assistance; this time they requested we fly
to the downed Cessna and asked that we

provide the sheriff’s office the exact location.
We deviated from our flight plan
and went directly to the area where we
marked his location; taking into account
his direction of flight and altitude we
had a fairly good idea of where he would
have landed. We also knew there were no
other aircraft from LRAFB in the area at
that time so there were no conflicts with
our flight path.
I flew the ground track set by Maj.
Sterlin, my student and co-pilot, and he
immediately spotted the aircraft in a
field.
As we setup a flight pattern at a safe
altitude around the aircraft, Little Rock
Approach requested adjacent roads for
the Sheriff’s Department instead of
coordinates to better assist them. Staff
Sgt Tucciarone, our loadmaster, was able
to use his iPhone to pinpoint the location
and precise driving directions to the
aircraft which were passed to Little Rock
Approach.
After partnering with response units
on the ground, we proceeded with the
rest of the mission and continued our
training.
The crews of JODY 40 flight didn’t
plan to help locate a downed aircraft for
local authorities when we stepped to the
aircraft that day. However, we were at
the right place at the right time and given
the opportunity to provide assistance, so
we naturally did. I commend everyone
in the formation for maintaining high
situational awareness inside and outside
the aircraft and employing the capabilities of the C-130J to meet the task
at hand. Everyone was on the same
page, basically as soon as we heard the
distressed aircraft, and seamlessly took
actions that allowed us to navigate directly to the downed aircraft. Even though
we obviously didn’t brief this aspect of
our flight, it goes to show the professionalism and abilities of our C-130J crews
to safely improvise, meet challenges and
create strong partnerships on the ground.
I expect that any random C-130J aircrew
would use the fundamentals they learned
at the 314th Airlift Wing “school house”
to achieve the same outcome.

Photo taken by JODY 40 Aircrew as they found the downed aircraft Jan. 11 near Little Rock Air Force Base.
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Four-legged friends lead Airman to stable relationship
By Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell
19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

The gate hinges creak as she shuts it
behind her. Her boots, frayed from use,
create a small dust cloud with every step
as she walks toward her favorite part of
the day. A smile erupts on her face which
is matched with a greeting when Airman
1st Class Samantha Purdy, 19th Security
Forces Squadron visitor center clerk, finally
sees her horses for the first time after a long
stressful day of work.
As a single Airman living in the base
dormitories, Purdy spends most of her time
with her two horses, Pistol and Runaway,
at the Little Rock Air Force Base Horse
Stables.
“The stables here are great for space, and
I can ride anywhere on base,” Purdy said.
“You get a stall and unlimited pasture for

$65 a month. That’s unbeatable anywhere
else.”
Every day Purdy is off work, she rides
to Burger King for a snack, laughs with her
friends as they brush the extra fuzz off their
horses or trail rides around base listening
to the birds chirp and whistle of the wind.
The stables are her home away from home.
Purdy’s parents decided she could ride
alone at the age of four, which raced off her
lifelong love of horses. For seven years in
4-H, she competed in western games such
as barrel racing and pole bending.
Horses weren’t just a 4-H project, riding
horses was a way of life for the Purdy
family. Whether it was work or vacation,
Purdy’s family always had a reason to hop
on a horse and ride.
“I always say a love for horses is born
in your blood,” Purdy said. “You either like

See Stable, page 11

NORTH LITTLE ROCK
FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell

Airman 1st Class Samantha Purdy, 19th Security Forces Squadron visitor center clerk, hugs Runaway, Feb. 14,
2018, at Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark. Purdy boards her two horses, Pistol and Runaway, at the Little Rock Air
Force Base Stables while she lives in the base dormitories.
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U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell

Airman 1st Class Tye Braden, 19th Maintenance Squadron nondestructive inspection journeyman, dips an
aircraft part in liquid penetrant remover, on Little Rock Air Force Base on April 11. The remover is used to
eliminate the 20 percent of liquid penetrant that is left behind after washing aircraft parts being inspected.

Airman 1st Class Tye Braden, 19th Maintenance Squadron nondestructive inspection journeyman,
inspects an aircraft part on Little Rock Air Force Base on April 11. Black lights are used to show liquid
penetrant identifying cracks during inspections.

Finding potential mishaps before they happen
By Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell
19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

Gloved hands pull a vital aircraft
component from glowing, toxic pools of
chemically-laced liquid designed to reveal
otherwise unseen dangers.
A nondestructive inspection Airman
searches for cracks capable of taking down
an aircraft by analyzing the suspect piece
with eyes specially trained for the job.
Airmen from the 19th Maintenance
Squadron NDI shop perform aircraft
integrity checks, at set intervals and upon
request, using liquids and a variety of other
methods to assist them in seeing cracks and
additional imperfections in aircraft parts.
“NDI’s mission is to test aircraft and
aircraft parts for integrity purposes and
structural health,” said Airman 1st Class
Tye Braden, 19th MXS nondestructive
inspection journeyman. “We deal with a
lot of minute problems; if you mess up, a
lot can go wrong. If you miss a crack, it can
keep expanding, and a wing can fall off.”
NDI Airmen operate equipment to see
cracks imperceptible to the naked eye —
cracks as small as one-tenth of an inch.

They scan the aircraft for faulty elements,
with some items located inside the aircraft.
“We work with engineers to figure
out which parts of the plane need to
be scanned,” said Staff Sgt. Joe Hayes,
19th MXS assistant NCO in charge of
nondestructive inspection shop. “We do a
little bit of everything to verify the integrity
of the materials we scan.”
This verification process involves using
scanning techniques such as ultrasonic
waves, fluorescent penetrant, magnetic
particle inspection, radiography and eddy
current. NDI Airmen scan more than 2,000
parts per year using these techniques.
NDI Airmen are responsible for intensely searching for naturally occurring
dangers on aircraft from the 19th Airlift
Wing, 314th Airlift Wing, 189th Airlift
Wing and transient aircraft.
Harsh chemicals, electric currents,
sound waves or even x-rays are exercised
regularly to ensure the structural integrity and health of aircraft. NDI Airmen
implement these techniques to keep the
Little Rock aircraft safe, flying and missionready at all times.

Airman 1st Class Tye Braden, 19th Maintenance Squadron nondestructive inspection journeyman, inspects a
C-130J on Little Rock Air Force Base on April 10. NDI Airmen require intimate knowledge of the different parts
of the aircraft they’re assigned to, to be able to properly scan them.
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LRAFB adapts to deployed conditions
By Senior Airman Grace Nichols
19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

Service members from Little Rock Air
Force Base, Arkansas, maintain deployment readiness by learning and adapting
to mission-oriented protective posture
conditions on a constant basic. Their
knowledge was tested during the deployment-related exercise ROCK I 18-06 held
June 18-22.
The purpose of the exercise ensured
Airmen knew proper procedures and
protocols in the event of a ground, air

or missile attack while operating in a
deployed environment.
“We want to make sure we’re as ready
as possible,” said Staff Sgt. Stafford
Hampton, ROCK I 18-06 player and
19th Force Support Squadron manpower
specialist. “The threats are always here;
we’re just trying to make sure we’re more
trained than the threat.”
Simulated attacks and wing inspection team member’s roleplaying deployment-related scenarios made the exercise
as realistic as possible, with different

See Adapts, page 12
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Airmen prepare a C-130J for takeoff during Rock I 18-06 June 19 at Little Rock Air Force Base. The
week long instructional event prepared service members for real-world scenarios.
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U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Grace Nichols

Don’t be late for dinner:
Normandy family dinner
By Senior Airman Grace Nichols
19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

NORMANDY, FRANCE — Before
Hitler, Hirohito and Mussolini combined
to form the Axis Powers and sent the
world to war, people regularly enjoyed
commonalities such as family dinners
and playing sports with friends.
With the attack on Pearl Harbor,
America went to war, quickly transforming their idyllic world into one wrought
with conflict.
June 6, 1944, D-Day.
Men stormed the beaches of Normandy, France, with one goal: to liberate the
French people who had been held captive
for five years.
More than 425,000 allied and German
troops were killed, wounded or went
missing during Operation Overlord.
Many didn’t return to their families,
never to enjoy another meal with them.
Now, 74 years later, my boots sank into
the sandy beaches of Normandy, walking

along shores once awash with blood from
men who laid down their lives. At the
age of 22, I would have been considered
seasoned as many of the men who served
were as young as 16, whereas now I am
just beginning my life.
I wish I had known these brave souls, I
hunger to understand the purpose which
allowed these service members to so
selflessly give their lives for.
I owe my daily struggles of choosing
an outfit or worrying about the weather
to their undertaking of something much
more important in comparison. When
given the ability to dine with families
of Normandy, I jumped at the chance to
meet the people the brave men fought to
liberate.
My yearning propelled me along
unfamiliar roads, worrying I would be
late for dinner – something my mother
always frowned upon. I kept wondering if

See Normandy, page 12

(Above) Local re-enactors participate in festivities during the 74th anniversary
of D-Day celebration May 31 at the Airborne Troops Memorial in Picauville,
France. Military units supported local events across Normandy to commemorate the selfless actions by the Allies that resonate 74 years later.
(Left) A representative for French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a
speech during a ceremony May 31 at the Airborne Troops Memorial, which
honors U.S. military aircrew overtaking Normandy during D-Day.
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Ang conducts cyber trAining
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AIRMAN RECEIVES
ENTERTAINER
AWARD
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wet-wing MissiOns fueL austere
u.s. base in afghanistan

airmen leave for
6-montH deployment

The Cyber security Incident Response
training, which is part of a program
developed by a civilian entity accredited
by the Department of Homeland Security,
targeted critical infrastructure within a
simulated city, created by Metova
Cybercents, and uncovered potential
cyber-security susceptibilities.

Team Little Rock Airmen left over the
weekend for a six-month deployment
to Southwest Asia.

Volume 66 • Number 2 • Friday, Jan. 12, 2018
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The 774th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron
recently completed a wet-wing defuel,
which enables the C-130J Super Hercules
crews to rapidly deliver fuel to austere
forward operating bases in Afghanistan.
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61ST AIRLIFT SQ
REDEPLOY

Page 5

Page 6

pages 8-9
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Honorary Commanders
induCted

MLK Day Observance

Team Little Rock inducted nine

Airmen, mArines pArtner

community members into the honorary

for unique trAining

A Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. observance
event was held on Jan. 12 at Little Rock
Air Force Base.

commander program on Jan. 4 at

Marine Corps Martial Arts Program is a
close-quarters combat system that tests
mental and character development. Nine
Airmen recently volunteered and have
graduated from MCMAP.

Little Rock Air Force Base.
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Page 6
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ALS INSTRUCTOR GIVES
BACK TO AIRMEN

AirmAn built by fAmily legAcy

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Grace Nichols

Airman 1st Class Zachary Perkins, 19th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crew chief, was runner-up in the 2017 Air Force Entertainer of the Year Group 1 –
non-vocal category on Dec. 13 at Little Rock Air Force Base. The acts were judged on technical excellence, showmanship and treatment and interpretation of
the material. Perkins was awarded $500, which he intends to invest in his dancing.

Airman Tristan Liberty, a 19th Logistics
Readiness Squadron mission generating
vehicle equipment apprentice, wouldn’t
be where he is today if it weren’t for his
grandfather, Danny Crosland.

pages 8-9

Page 10

AIRMEN PREPARE
FOR TOMORROW’S
CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS

iraqi air forCe graduates first
C-130 teCHniCians
The Iraqi Air Force certified its first 7-level
craftsman C-130 Hercules maintenance
technicians in a ceremony on Dec. 27.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Stephanie Serrano

pages 8-9

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Codie Collins

Team Little Rock 19th Force Support Squadron members conduct mission-oriented protective posture training Jan. 11 at Camp Warlord on Little Rock Air
Force Base. The training allowed Airmen to prepare for possible challenges such as carrying a wounded wingman to safety, identifying possible hazards
and how to properly wear MOPP gear.

Page 10

Staff Sgt. Keith Debose, 19th Force Support Squadron Airman Leadership School instructor, attempts to finish a straight-ankle lock on James Shreve (left)
during the Roll-a-thon Fundraiser on Nov. 4 in Sherwood. The Roll-a-thon Fundraiser is 24-hour training to raise money for a nonprofit organization.

snOw Day
A C-130 awaits maintenance in a hangar
after snowfall Tuesday.
Page 7

Airmen from the 61st Airlift Squadron are welcomed home by their families Jan. 20 at Little Ro
Operation Freedom Sentinel by providing Combat Airlift to allies and troops on the ground.
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AIRCRAFT STRUCTURAL
MAINTENANCE JOURNEYMAN
pages 8-9

Air Force officials announced on Feb. 6

some government employees subject

emails containing personally identifiable

to furlough to enter a non-duty, non-pay

information, and similar numeric constructs,

status while others continued working

will be blocked from transmission unless

in a non-pay status.

the email is encrypted.
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WeediNG out
MedicAl MAriJuANA Myths

aircrews nO strangers

Following Arkansas voters’ decision in
2016 to legalize marijuana for medical
purposes, the 19th Airlift Wing Legal
Office wants to remind military members
that marijuana possession, use and distribution are still illegal under federal law
and any violation could be career-ending
for military members.

C-130 aircrews are no strangers to
providing assistance to those on the
ground. Normally that takes the form of
delivering critical supplies to a remote
outpost or putting combat-rigged
airborne troops safely on a drop zone.

tO prOviding assistance

AIR TRAFFIC
CONTROL

Volume 66 • Number 7 • Friday, Feb

COMBAT
ARMS
TRAINING AND MAINTENANCE

Page 5

Page 6

new MetHods to Protect Pii 1
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The lapse in appropriations caused

redistributiNG c-130J
fleet Across AMc
Air Mobility Command is extending the life
of the C-130J as they change how they
manage the fleet, ensuring more flexibility
to respond to operational needs.

1

furlOugh survival guide
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HelP Prevent tHe flu
The Arkansas Department of Health
(ADH) has reported over 38,000 positive
flu cases so far this season. With at least
another month left in the flu season
“peak,” we should remain vigilant.
Page 5

Black History MontH Panel

Page 5

Team Little Rock members and Arkansas leaders gathered at a panel called
“Developing Leaders in the Community”
to answer questions and discuss obstacles they faced in their past on Feb. 7
at Little Rock Air Force Base.

pages 8-9

Page 6

ANG lAuNches c-130 AMP
for fiNAl fliGht

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell

Chief Master Sgt. Brian Rohauer, 189th
OG Superintendent; Lt. Col. Jay Geaney,
189th OG Director of Operations; Senior
Master Sgt. Greg Armstrong, 154th Training
Squadron flight engineer instructor; Maj.
Seth Connell, 189th OG C-130H instructor
pilot; and Senior Master Sgt. Philip Pulliam,
154th Training Squadron Loadmaster Assistant Superintendent, pose for a photo after
signing their names on the final C-130 AMP
to arrive at Davis-Monthan AFB in Arizona.

Page 7

Senior Airman Dennis Williams, 19th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron aircraft structural maintenance journeyman, constructs an elevator shim Jan. 18 at
Little Rock Air Force Base. When equipment fails, aircraft structural maintenance journeymen rebuild aircraft parts by hand.

One team, One fight

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell

Senior Airman Gabriella Bellou, 19th Operations Support Squadron air traffic control journeyman, and Airman 1st Class Kyle Hood, 19th OSS air traffic
control apprentice, use a simulator to assist Hood in his upgrade training Jan. 10 at Little Rock Air Force Base. The simulator is the primary tool used in
air traffic control upgrade training, which can take up to a year.

WHAT’S THAT

trout release

The Employee Assistance Program is
a voluntary and confidential program
for civilian employees working through
various life challenges that may
adversely affect job performance, health
and personal well-being.

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

WATER, FUEL FLIGHT KEEPS LIT

released 500 rainbow trout into Little
Rock Air Force Base’s small base lake
U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Codie Collins

Page 6

Airman 1st Class Hannah Klaubo, 19th Operations Support Squadron air traffic controller, loads her magazine with ammo Jan. 31 at the Combat Arms Training and
Maintenance range on Little Rock Air Force Base. Airmen participate in CATM training yearly to learn how to safely and efficiently handle an M4 rifle.

on Feb. 6 for winter fishing.

Page 10

Airmen from the 19th Civil Engineer Squadron Water and Fuel Systems flight unclog a lift station F
to prevent waste from returning to its source.

MARCH
1
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314th AW excellence

Combat Airlifter • March 16, 2018

1

1
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mirrors founding unit

The 314th AW’s origins date back
to the 62nd TCS with the establishment
of the 314th Troop Carrier Group in the
Army Air Corps.

AF And civic LeAdeRs woRk to

SecaF: thiS iS about lethality,
Volume 66 • Number 8 • Friday, March 2, 2018

Base-wide
exercise under
new format
pages 8-10

Page 2

19th aW role in national

Secaf teStifieS about af
fiScal year 2019 budget

Air Force civic leaders from across the

MiSSion eFFectiveneSS

Secretary of the Air Force Heather Wilson
spoke about the importance of innovation
and research and development during her
State of the Air Force speech at the Air Force
Association Air Warfare Symposium held
on Feb. 22 in Orlando, Fla.

Page 6

BuiLd stRongeR BAses

Secretary of the Air Force Heather Wilson
testified at the House of Representatives
Armed Services Committee about the
Air Force’s fiscal year 2019 budget on
March 20 in Washington, D.C.

U.S. traveled to Joint Base Andrews,
Maryland, to engage directly with Air

Volume 66 • Number 9 • Friday, March 9, 2018

t r a i n i ng t o be

‘Fit-to-fight’

Volume 66 • Number 10 • Friday, March 16, 2018

Volume 66 • Number 11 • Friday, March 30, 2018

Force senior leaders on the service’s top
installation and communities priorities
at the Air Force Civic Leader Conference
held Feb. 13-15, 2018.

Page 2

pages 8-10

DART

19th medicAl group
provides vitAl cAre

New program
fast-tracks
first-term
Airmen to
success

deFenSe baSed on neW Strategy

On average, every three minutes a
Mobility Air Forces aircraft takes off at
some location across the world ensuring
America’s Air Force is always there, and
our 19th Airlift Wing Airmen contribute to
this astounding feat.

Little Rock Air Force Base is home to the
19th Medical Group, a clinic operated by
military and civilian personnel servicing
653 individuals daily.
Page 7

Page 2

LRAFB
hosts
C-130J
Fly In
pages 8-9

Safety office’S miSSion equalS

pages 8-9

Page 5

19th
keep

Safe work conditionS

The 19th Airlift Wing Safety Office
is responsible for ensuring Airmen
have a safe work environment at
Little Rock Air Force Base.

LRAFB ceLeBRAtes
BLAck HistoRy MontH
The 913th Airlift Group hosted numerous

Page 5

activities to celebrate Black History
Month throughout the month of February,
2018, at Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark.
Page 6

61st As ReinFoRces tRAining

spring cAreer fAir

in AdveRse conditions

Senior MaSter Sergeant SelectS
U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell

Firefighters from the 19th Civil Engineer Squadron practice extinguishing aircraft fires while wearing mission-oriented protected posture gear in addition
to the Airman Battle Uniform and fire protection equipment Feb. 23 at Little Rock Air Force Base. The firefighters practiced numerous drills during a
base-wide exercise focusing on readiness while in MOPP gear.

15 named senior master sergeant selects.
Page 6

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell

Senior Airman Christian Tellez, 19th Maintenance Squadron aircraft fuels system journeyman, and Airman 1st Class Terrique John, 19th MXS aircraft
fuels system journeyman, use the bench press Feb. 06, 2018, at Little Rock Air Force Base, Ark. The Fitness Center has 24-hour access available to base
members with a registered common access card.

Members from the 61st Airlift Squadron
joined forces with the 10th Special Forces Group from Fort Carson, Colorado Feb.
11-15, 2018 at Red Devil Landing Zone,
Colorado to perform personnel airdrops
and pilot training.
Page 10

set for

mArch 30

The Airman and Family Readiness Center

air force aSSiStance fund

will host a spring career fair March 30 at
the Walters Community Center, Bldg. 940.
U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell

Laura Driver, 19th Aerospace Medicine Squadron general dentist, performs an initial exam on Airman 1st Class Brandon Goodman, 19th Maintenance
Squadron crew chief, March 5 at Little Rock Air Force Base. The exam is a deployment readiness requirement.

Page 12

underway
U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Kaylee Clark

Senior Airman Jay Tuazon, 61st Airlift Squadron loadmaster, pushes a hay bale off the ramp of a C-130J during a training mission March 14 at the All-American drop
zone near Little Rock Air Force Base. The air drops were part of training sortie flown during an exercise hosting more than 65 Airmen from six wings to train together and
showcase tactical airlift. The hay bales offered repeated practice of precision dropping to ground forces without having to retrieve the bundles after each drop during
an exercise hosting more than 65 Airmen from six wings as they trained together and showcased tactical airlift.

The Air Force Assistance Fund runs
through May 4. Contact your unit rep
to make a donation.
Page 11

A maintainer from the 19th Aircraft Ma
related career fields in the Knights uni

9
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MIssIon, vIsIon, PrIorItIes
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1
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The mission of the 19th Airlift Wing is to
Project and Sustain Agile Combat Airlift.
Team Little Rock projects combat capability
as force providers, remaining agile and
ready to respond at a moment’s notice
for any mission across the globe.

Page 2

n. 26, 2018

Mascots from the surrounding area and
on base hold a dance off with children
during Family Fest, March 31 at Little
Rock Air Force Base. The event also
had booths, bouncy houses, art gallery,
animal exhibits, games and food for
the whole family.

Volume 66 • Number 12 • Friday, April 6, 2018

QUADRON
YERS

it takes a village : udm

FAmily Fest 2018

trIcare changIng
PrescrIPtIon coPayMents

Page 6

Volume 66 • Number 13 • Friday, April 13, 2018

Four-legged
friends
lead Airman
to stable
relationship

Page 5

SecAF
visits
lrafb

Beginning on Feb. 1, copayments for
prescription drugs at TRICARE Pharmacy
Home Delivery and retail pharmacies
will increase.

A group of Airmen, duffle bags in hand,
step off a C130-J. After a long flight, the
unit has finally reached their deployment
location. Though their time on station
has only begun, the journey to get them
there started long before they arrived.

pages 8-9

Page 5

Buddy BisOn prOgram cOmEs
tO littlE rOck afB
Volume 66 • Number 14 • Friday, April 20, 2018

green flag

loCal home-sChooled Children
Clean up base trail

Buddy Bison is a free program allowing
children and families to participate in
activities such as camping, canoeing,
fishing and hiking while exploring local
state and national parks.

Volume 66 • Number 15 • Friday, April 27, 2018

Page 5

Page 5

can’t fly
without supply

pages 8-9

C-130s rapidly support
advisory paCkage, afghan army

pages 8-10

Equal OppOrtunity OfficE
lOOks Out fOr airmEn

The C-130J Super Hercules of the 774th
Expeditionary Airlift Squadron transported
NATO Resolute Support Expeditionary
Advisory Package personnel and supplies in
mid-March to Maimanah, Faryab Province,
Afghanistan.

Fixing the Fleet
The airmen in the 189th Maintenance
Group’s fabrication shop play an integral
role in keeping all of the pieces together.
Pages 6-7

Twenty-four students and their moms from
the local home-schooling organization Classical Conversations of Cabot visited Team
Little Rock on April 20 to clean up Nubbin
Ridge Nature Trail and part of the big base
lake to learn about and celebrate the 48th
Annual Earth Day.

pages 8-9

Youth Center offers entertaining,

The 19th Airlift Wing Equal Opportunity
office helps provide an environment
free that is from personal, social or
institutional barriers that could possibly
prevent Air Force members from rising
to their highest potential.

Pages 7

eduCational options

The Youth Center offers the School Age
Program for children 5 to 12 years old
before and after school and the Open
Recreation Program for children from

Page 6

9 to 18 years old after school.

In-servIce recruIter

Page 6

Tech. Sgt. Maritza Moore, Central Recruiting
Squadron Air Force Reserve in-service recruiter,
is responsible for recruiting Airmen separating
from active-duty service into the Air Force
Reserve at Little Rock Air Force Base.

Page 7

lRAFB celeBRAtes
Women’s histoRy month

PassIng of gen. self
inform you of the death of Maj. Gen. (Ret.)
Kip L. Self, Commander of the 314th Airlift
U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Grace Nichols

ock Air Force Base. Members of the 61st AS supported

Wing and Little Rock Air Force Base
Installation Commander from 2005-2007.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Kaylee Clark

Secretary of the Air Force Heather Wilson briefed Team Little Rock members during a town hall March 27 at Little Rock Air Force Base. Wilson met with Airmen from
various units around base and spoke about her priorities, specifically enhancing readiness, innovation efforts and squadron revitalization.

Page 11

see something, say something

Team Little Rock celebrated Women’s
History Month with a number of activities
spread throughout March with the theme
of “Nevertheless She Persisted: Honoring
women who fight all forms of
discrimination against women.”

It is with our deepest sorrow that we

Page 10

In an effort to highlight the importance of
reporting suspicious behavior, the Air Force
Office of Special Investigations and security
forces officials across the Air Force are
urging all base personnel to remember:
“If you see something, say something.”

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell

Airman 1st Class Samantha Purdy, 19th Security Forces Squadron visitor center clerk, hugs Runaway on Feb. 14 at Little Rock Air Force Base. Purdy boards her two
horses, Pistol and Runaway, at the Little Rock Air Force Base Stables while she lives in the base dormitories.

Page 12

holoCaust viCtims, survivors
honored at lrafb

air fOrcE assistancE fund
undErway

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jeremy McGuffin

U.S. Army soldiers prepare to parachute into an exercise region as part of Green Flag Little Rock 18-06 on April 12 near Alexandria, La. No two Green Flag Little Rock exercises
are the same, which helps the mobility enterprise, international partners and sister services continually challenge their warfighting skills, while providing real-world experiences.

The Air Force Assistance Fund runs
through May 4. Contact your unit
representative to make a donation.
Page 12

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Grace Nichols

Staff Sgt. John Anny, 19th Logistics Readiness Squadron Materiel Management flight central storage supervisor, inspects inventory in the supply warehouse March 7 at Little
Rock Air Force Base. Liaisons from the flight are included in daily maintenance meetings, allowing the team to determine needs and meet demands of all the squadron on base.

Team Little Rock honored Holocaust
victims and survivors during the annual
Holocaust Remembrance event held
April 12 at Little Rock Air Force Base.
Page 7

M AY
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1
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preseNted

military cHild doodles His
way to google award

The Volunteer Excellence Award recognizes
federal civilians, family members and military
and federal retirees who perform outstanding
volunteer community service of a sustained,
direct and consequential nature.

Ethan Darby, military dependent and
homeschool student from Little Rock Air
Force Base was selected as the state’s
finalist for the 10th annual nationwide
Doodle 4 Google contest.

VoluNteer excelleNce award

WArrior gAmeS mAke
triumphAnt return

Community and business leaders joined

b. 23, 2018

1
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Volume 66 • Number 15 • Friday, May 4, 2018

representatives of the military at the
Air Force Academy last night to mark the

Volume 66 • Number 16 • Friday, May 11, 2018

Page 5

Page 6

100-day countdown until athletes arrive
in Colorado for the 2018 Department of
Defense Warrior Games.
Page 2

1
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Civilians’ wellness in

to expand to Air Mobility Command, thus

AFAF cAmpAign
closes with
glow run

the visit to Little Rock Air Force Base.
Page 5

Airmen Leadership School.
Page 5

police week
Honoring tHe sacrifice

of the Air Force announce uniform

Healthcare providers from Little Rock

Civilian Personnel Flight begins

transition to single combat uniform.

Air Force Base networked with their

Page 6

off-base counterparts on April 19 to

quarterly all Calls

Civilians and some military personnel
packed the Walters Community Support
Center for a Civilian All Call about hiring,
NAFpay website, personnel evaluations,
Government Retirement and Benefits
platform and civilian decorations.

share processes and best practices.
Page 6

Page 7

Page 5

Chief of Staff and Chief Master Sergeant

lines of communication

safety protocol

Little Rock Air Force Base is moving to
a risk-based assessment and analysis
approach to safety and protection issues
known as Enterprise Protection Risk
Management.

Volume 66 • Number 18 • Friday, May 25, 2018

From the Revolutionary War to current
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq, immigrants
have made significant contributions to the
United States by giving their talents.

Change of uniforms announCed

HealtHcare providers strengtHen

New program refocuses
ALS grAduAteS

journey to CitizenshiP

Materiel Command, and they are looking

Volume 66 • Number 17 • Friday, May 18, 2018

pages 8-9

Forty-eight recently graduated from

ameriCan Dream: airman’s

health- ConsCious military

CHPS covers all the bases in Air Force

Page 10

SMELL?

TTLE ROCK FRESH
pages 8-9

protecting our people
protects our mission

pCS SeASon on the move
Traffic Management Office works

to

pages 8-9

make PCSing less stressful.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Regina Edwards
U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Grace Nichols

Feb. 2 at Little Rock Air Force Base. Lift stations are used

The 19th Airlift Wing Command Post team carries a teammate to demonstrate support during the CLEAR Challenge on April 27 at Little Rock Air Force Base.
The goal of the CLEAR Challenge goal is to strengthen commitments to actively support a climate of dignity and respect, recognize and embrace the values
and contributions of all members and have some fun along the way.

Page 10

ndi airmen

uNiVersity ceNter staff
adheres to opsec
Effective immediately, the University Center
at Little Rock Air Force Base will incorporate
a briefing focusing on operational security
into mandated tuition assistance briefings
about degree guidelines.

teacHes kids legal system

Finding potential mishaps beFore they happen
pages 8-9

Children from the base’s youth center
participated in a team-based obstacle
course on May 1 while learning about
Law Day at Little Rock Air Force Base.

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell

Page 11

Airman 1st Class Tye Braden, 19th Maintenance Squadron nondestructive inspection journeyman, inspects an aircraft part on Little Rock Air Force Base
on April 11. Black lights are used to show liquid penetrant identifying cracks during inspections.

Page 7

Commentary: traFFiCking in
Persons awareness uPDate

19th aw Pa hours

law day obstacle course

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell

The 19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs hours
for passport or visa photos are from
9 to 11 a.m. Monday-Thursday. Studio
hours are by appointment only. Head and
shoulder photos are taken Tuesdays
and Wednesdays and full-length photos
are taken on Thursdays.

Maj. Robert Hines, 19th Airlift Wing chief of military justice, and Senior Master Sgt. Alicia Moten, 19th Medical Support Squadron superintendent, represent the Air
Force Assistance Fund during the AFAF Family 5K on May 4 at Little Rock Air Force Base. The event was free and available to anyone with base access.

Page 10

pages 8-9
U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell

Airman 1st Class Bradley Clark, 19th Force Support Squadron ceremonial guardsman, participates in the Hard Dog/Fast Dog competition May 17 on Little Rock Air
Force Base. Clark is filling the role of the decoy for the dog.

The Department of Defense has a zerotolerance policy regarding trafficking
in persons and is working to prosecute
and convict those involved in this form
of modern-day slavery.
Page 11

JUNE
In accordance with the Department of

AFCENT AirmEN kEpT prEssurE
oN TAlibAN ANd isis iN mAy

Defense Military Parental Leave Program,

U.S. Air Forces Central Command

the Air Force announced an expansion

published its monthly Airpower Summary,

to its parental leave policy for non-

highlighting U.S. and Coalition airpower

chargeable leave entitlements following

operations in May 2018 in the U.S. Central

the birth or adoption of a child.

Command area of responsibility.

New pareNtal leave policy

don’t be bugged
by ticks And mosquitoes

master sergeant seleCts
announCeD

Airmen from the 19th Airlift Wing and the
314th Airlift Wing have been promoted

Volume 66 • Number 19 • Friday, June 1, 2018

h AMXS Knights
p aircrew safe

to the rank of master sergeant.

Page 2

101 CritiCal Days of summer
kiCk off

Memorial Day marks the start of Air
Mobility Command’s 101 Critical Days

Volume 66 • Number 20 • Friday, June 8, 2018

74 t h D - Day A n n i v e r s a ry E di t i o n

LRAFB
assists in
Normandy

Summer’s here in Arkansas. People are
working outdoors and having fun in the
sun. From days at the lake and picnics
to camping, hiking and yard work, it’s time
to feel the fresh air, catch some sun and
enjoy what the Natural State has to offer.
Page 5

Page 7

Military SpouSeS’ voiceS heard

Page 2

during FocuS group

Military spouses met in focus groups to
Volume 66 • Number 22 • Friday, June 22, 2018

Volume 66 • Number 21 • Friday, June 15, 2018

dignified arrival

discuss concerns they have as a military

Volume 66 • Number 23 • Friday, June 29, 2018

family June 5 at Little Rock Air Force Base.

Advanced designated
marksmanship

WWII Sailor finally returns home

Page 5

19th SFS Airman first female in 5 years to qualify

314th aw tech school

pmEl: sETTiNg sTANdArd

iNstructor crews compete iN

of Summer Safety Campaign, encourag-

For ExCEllENCE

aNNual turkey shoot

ing all Airmen to make sound decisions,
when participating in summer activities.
Page 5

The Precision Measurement Evaluation

The annual local combat airlift competition, known as the Turkey Shoot, pitted rivals against one another in timed events
including heavy equipment airdrops,
points of interest, visual points assault
landing and backing accuracy June 8
at Little Rock Air Force Base.

lRAFb youth oF yeAR
exhibits coRe vAlues

Andreas Bradley, winner of Little Rock
Air Force Base’s Youth of the Year Award,
moves on to the regional championships
June 12 in Dallas, Texas.

Laboratory calibrates equipment on Little

honorary coMManderS tour

Rock Air Force Base to ensure the validity

Honorary Commanders tour Little Rock Air
Force Base. The program teaches
members of the community about the
base’s operations and missions.

of readings and results of equipment.
Page 5

ThErmAl sTrEss guidEliNEs

Page 10

Follow these guidelines to ensure

Pages 8-9

Stay cool thiS SuMMer

adequate hydration and to stay safe

Page 7

Follow these tips to avoid heat-related
injuries and stay safe this summer.

in the summer heat.
Page 10

RetiRed AiR FoRce RAted oFFiceRs

Page 12

welcomed bAck on Active duty

Celebrating Diversity
Team Little Rock celebrated the Air Force’s

pages 8-9

diversity with an event marking Asian
American and Pacific Islander Month held
pages 8-9

on May 18 at Little Rock Air Force Base.

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell

aintenance Squadron diagnoses an issue with a C-130J wing on May 4 at Little Rock Air Force Base. There are six maintenanceit assigned to diagnosing and fixing specific components on the aircraft.

Page 7

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Grace Nichols

M. Wallace, a U.S. Army D-Day survivor, participates in the Iron Mike memorial parade June 3 in Sainte-Mere-Eglise, France. This year marks the 74th anniversary of Operation Overlord, the Allied invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944. The men and women of the U.S. military remain eternally indebted to the World
War II veterans who demonstrated the selfless service and sacrifice that characterizes the Greatest Generation in defense of global peace and security.

Retired Air Force rated officers with Air Force
Specialty Codes 11X-pilot, 12X-combat
systems officer or 13B-air battle manager
are encouraged to apply for the Voluntary
Retired Return to Active Duty Program to
help alleviate manning shortages within
the Air Force rated community.
Page 11

A ir & SpAce Show

133 Days
page 5
U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rhett Isbell

Aircrew from the 189th Airlift Wing salute the coffin of U.S. Navy Seaman 1st Class Henry Tipton as it is carried to a hearse by 19th Airlift Wing Honor Guardsmen on June 6 at Walnut Ridge Regional Airport. Tipton died on the USS Oklahoma during the attacks on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.

“There’s no pillow quite as soft as
a father’s strong shoulders.”

Happy Father’s Day!

A ir & SpAce Show
pages 8-9
U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell

Senior Airman Jennifer Gamez, 19th Security Forces Squadron installation entry controller, prepares to fire an M24 sniper weapon system at a range on Camp
Robinson in North Little Rock on June 6. Gamez was the first female in approximately five years to complete advanced designated marksman training.

126 Days

rock i 18-06

A ir & SpAce Show

LRAFB adapts to MOPP conditions

119 Days

pages 8-10
U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Grace Nichols

Airmen load cargo onto a C-130J during ROCK I 18-06 on June 19 at Little Rock Air Force Base. The week-long event prepared Airmen for real-world scenarios.
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19 SFS Airman finished ADM training as first female in 5 years
By Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell
19th Airlift Wing Public Affairs

The coolness of the metal spread over
the left side of her face as she gently laid
her cheek on the buttstock of an M24
sniper weapon system.
“Send it!” The command was given.
She emptied the hot air from her lungs
and peered through the sweat dripping
from her brow down the rifle’s scope as
she slowly squeezed the trigger.
BOOM!
The only sounds able to pierce through
the foam barriers wedged in her ears
were the commands given and the
explosions of weapons being fired in the
distance. The blast from the barrel jolted
her back, which caught her off guard, but
she quickly regained her focus and waited
on the next command from her spotter.
Senior Airman Jennifer Gamez, 19th
Security Forces Squadron installation
entry controller, qualified as the first
female advanced designated marksman
in approximately five years.
ADM training was nowhere in the
scope of opportunities for Gamez when
she considered joining the Air Force. She
worked as a civilian in the Joint Base San
Antonio-Lackland dining facility in San
Antonio, Texas. After watching trainees
day-in and day-out go through Basic
Military Training, Gamez decided to join
the Air Force.
In the moment she made that decision,
Gamez began her journey of resilience.
She initially had a hard time finding
a recruiter, but she didn’t give up. Once
she found one, she struggled to pass
the Armed Service Vocational Aptitude
Battery test. None of those challenges
discouraged her. She was determined
to join the less than one percent of
Americans who protect their country
through military service. Eventually,
she passed, and her new life blasted into
motion.
Gamez entered the security forces
career field, and although she initially
was not too excited about it, she grew to
enjoy her job.
One day while Gamez was out working,
she got a call to leave her post and come
back to the squadron. Butterflies filled her
stomach as she came to her flight chief’s
office worried she had made a mistake
on the job, unaware she was about to be
chosen for a highly sought-after opportunity.
“I was scared I wasn’t going to do
well,” Gamez said regarding her selection
to qualify as an advance designated

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell

Senior Airman Jennifer Gamez, 19th Security Forces Squadron installation entry controller, prepares to fire an M24 sniper weapon system at a range on
Camp Robinson on June 6. Gamez was the first female in approximately five years to complete advanced designated marksman training.
marksman. “One of my biggest fears is
failure. My squadron was sending me and
relying on me to pass, and I didn’t want to
disappoint them.”
Despite her uncertainty in succeeding, Gamez traveled to Fort Bliss, Texas,
with another security forces member to
complete training.
ADM training qualifications rely
heavily on individuals working in teams
of a shooter and a spotter. To her surprise,
Gamez’s journey of resilience continued
when working as a team didn’t come as
easy as she’d imagined. Being disconnected greatly affected the probability of
qualifying, so she knew they’d have to dig
deep and work harder.
“Your qualification is in your spotter’s
hands, so they can fail you,” Gamez said.
“If you don’t pass, you’re going home.”
Right before her first qualification,
Gamez and her comrade came together,
and like a well-assembled weapon, their

See First, page 11
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First
Continued from page 10

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Kristine M. Gruwell

Airman 1st Class Samantha Purdy, 19th Security Forces Squadron visitor center clerk, walks her horses
Pistol and Runaway to a pasture Feb. 15 at Little Rock Air Force. Purdy boards her horses at the Little Rock
Air Force Base Stables where a stall, a runout and unlimited pasture is available for her to use.

Stable
Continued from page 4
them or you don’t. Once you like horses, it’s
a way of life. You can’t really get away from
that.”
Purdy’s leisure time was sometimes
spent horseback riding up the mountains
of Washington State to camp for days at a
time. She also helped her family out with
cattle drives of distances of about 15 miles
at a time.
Hooking her dusty boots into the
stirrups almost every day of her childhood
and creating memories she’d never forget,
inspired Purdy to continue with her hobby
after becoming an Airman.
When Purdy arrived at Little Rock Air
Force Base, she knew she wanted to own
horses, and the stables made that easy for
her. She bought Pistol, and a few months
later she bought Runaway.
Pistol and Runaway became Purdy’s
outlet. The amount of stress that went away
when with them could not be matched by
any human.
“If I have a bad day, I don’t think about
calling my friends first, I think about going
to see my horses, and after calling my
friend,” Purdy said.
Just like people, her horses have unique
personalities. Despite Pistol’s harsh name,
the white quarter horse patiently obeys
Purdy during riding lessons with children,
but every once and awhile she’ll get a bit of
a sassy attitude.

Runaway is a thoroughbred that once
was a racehorse. Some racehorses are
trained using fear and Runaway was one
who was. Since Purdy has had him, she
dedicates his training sessions to brushing
his body with the training whip showing
how it’s not harmful. When he’s wearing a
halter, he’ll listen to Purdy perfectly, but as
soon as she takes it off, he’ll run around the
pen as many times as he wants no matter
how many times Purdy tells him to walk.
Two months after purchasing her first
horse, Pistol, and boarding her at the
stables, Purdy met a friend, and fellow
horse owner, Hailey Lucas, a Little Rock
Air Force Base Stables horse boarder.
Trail riding and horse training developed
an inseparable friendship between the two,
so they decided to start teaching riding
lessons together. Currently they have one
student, Bailey Davis, to whom they teach
western-style and English-style riding
about once a week.
Despite all the hard work, Purdy’s
favorite part of teaching Bailey isn’t the
techniques, it’s showing Bailey the peaceful
lifestyle of a horse owner.
“I can’t explain the way horses make me
feel, but I can show someone else,” Purdy
said. “To watch someone else flourish on
a horse and learn makes me happy. I love
letting other people experience the joy of
horses.”
Every Airman has their own form of
resilience. Purdy’s was crafted from her
home life in the form of two four-legged
friends who give her the opportunity to
teach others and discover friendships she
otherwise would have overlooked.

execution was accurate and unstoppable.
From that moment forward, Gamez
and her partner went above and beyond to
pass the course. The trust they developed
for one another helped Gamez achieve
the title “Best Spotter” and her comrade
“Best Shot.”
“It’s awesome how we got better at
being able to trust each other,” Gamez
said. “Trust is everything when it comes
to qualifying at ADM training.”
Gamez and her comrade completed
their training and returned to the 19th
SFS as advanced designated marksmen.
Gamez overcame her fear of failure and
realized she could do more than she ever
thought she could.
“They [19th SFS] chose me for a reason,”
Gamez said. “They see something in me I
don’t see in myself.”

Gamez continued to work in the
squadron like normal until another
individual came to her and congratulated
her on becoming the first female in about
five years to complete ADM training.
Shocked, Gamez double-checked the
information, and sure enough, she was
notified of this incredible accomplishment.
She hopes that other females realize
that if she can break through her fear
of failure and complete ADM training,
others can too.
“If I can do it, anybody can do it,” she
said. “I passed ADM and know they can
do it too.”
Gamez’s path of resilience gave her the
ammunition it took to succeed. Every fear
and uncertainty that crossed her path
was one more challenge Gamez set her
mind to overcome.
“Whenever my mind is set on
something, I’m stuck on it,” Gamez said.
“I’m going to finish it.”
And she did.

The Only Officially Sanctioned Newspaper
at Little Rock Air Force Base
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Normandy
Continued from page 7
these men had also thought about their mothers on their
way to save these families.
These winding roadsides led me to the town of
Sainte-Mère-Église, where families waited to welcome
service members into their homes for a hot meal. They
embraced us as if we were the very ones to have captured
the beaches, ensuring their freedom.
My companions were a United States Army private
and a sergeant, and our family for the evening were
Jean-Louis and Yolande Cauvin, a couple with matching
wrinkles and smiles who spoke little English.
As we traveled to their home, they transformed the
route into war-torn France, describing what it had been
like when Yolande’s father was a boy. Just 14 years
old during the D-Day invasion, he witnessed German
soldiers killed in his own garden, and was freed from
captivity.
I casually strolled down past the very place he had
watched in horror as he finally became a free Frenchman.
Bunkers lined the roads and scattered in cow
pastures: these relics somehow beautiful scars standing
as a reminder after 74 years of freedom.
Later I would stand at the bottom of a crater left from
the siege, my already short 5’ 2” stature dwarfed by the
enormity of the devastation. What were to me signs of
destruction, were a symbol of hope to my host family.
While the house had been rebuilt, the land bore
testimony to its past, once littered with ammunition and
smoke.
I would never have envisioned the devastation that
occurred here, the home is an idyllic French countryside to me, complete with a cheerful donkey, geese and
a curious cat. The donkey licking my hand as I fed him a
carrot elicited my high laugh, which has been compared
to his loud neighing in the past.
All of this weighed heavily on me as I dined. I noted
my hand shaking as I lifted a homegrown melon to my
mouth; the past horrors and present joys intermingling
as we got to know each other.
I had a hard time eating with this realization, my eyes
brimming with tears as I realized the survivors who had
dined here nearly three quarters of a century ago felt
just as grateful and overwhelmed as I did – hoping my
manners would do my family proud. Did they have this
same thought?
I was having the meal that those who had perished
during the invasion should have had, but never would.
My companions felt similar, our silent glances leading
our host family to try to make us laugh, reminding us of
privileges we now had thanks to our predecessors.
While our laughter was plentiful, our hearts were just
as heavy as our bellies were full as we remembered the
sacrifice, gazing upon a living embodiment of hope that
this household had become.

Airmen from the 19th Civil Engineer Squadron fire department fight a simulated fire during exercise Rock I 18-06 exercise on June 22 at
Little Rock Air Force Base. The purpose of the training was ensuring Airmen knew proper procedures and protocols in the event of a ground,
air or missile attack while operating in a deployed environment.

Adapts
Continued from page 6
missions tailored toward specific career fields.
“It’s very good to [train service members] on how
to don masks, how to decontaminate and knowing the
procedures so that when they’re deployed they know
what to do,” said Staff Sgt. Robert Thornton, Rock I
18-06 WIT member and 19th Civil Engineer Squadron
security assistant.
Exercises like Rock I 18-06 help ensure safe and
effective mission execution and form a unified team of
professional Airmen renowned for Combat Airlift.

INCREASE YOUR
BUSINESS!!

ADVERTISE IN

Combat Airlifter

982-9421

Local, full-service law
at an affordable price
Family Law and VA Benefits

Col. William “Goose”
Changose, USAF, Ret.
Attorney

(501) 916-2878
natstatelaw.com

• General Dentistry for Adults & Children
• Root Canals • Bridges • Crowns • Partials • Veneers
Most insurances accepted including TriCare & ARKids
2650 John Harden Dr., Suite G • Jacksonville, AR

501-982-4729 (Gray)
Open Tues.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The Only Officially Sanctioned Newspaper
at Little Rock Air Force Base
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SERVICES

HELP WANTED

THE COMBAT AIRLIFTER CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT will take ads by
phone from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon. Fri. 982-9421, or you may mail your
ad to 404 Graham Rd., Jacksonville,
Ark. 72078. You may also e-mail
them to combatairlifterclassifieds@
arkansasleader.com Deadline to advertise in Fri. issue is 5 p.m. Tues..

Diesel Technician
Openings in Little Rock.
$3,000
Sign-On Bonus!

HORSES
HORSES: LUCKY Acres Boarding Stable, TLC for your horse, box
stalls and paddocks, clean pastures,
indoor and outdoor arenas, riding instruction and training program. Dressage our specialty. (501) 681-1833.

SERVICES
GUARD
TRONIC
INC.

Excellent weekly pay,
great benefits, 401k
match and more! 2+yrs
experience preferred.
Opportunities for
advancement!

Apply: www.gopenske.com.,
or call Penske Truck Leasing:

855-582-4441
SERVICES

Guard Tronic, Inc.
1-800-542-7866
(501) 568-0888

www.guardtronic.com
AR LIC. # E-050

Proven Property Protection Since 1959

• Complete Security & Fire Systems
• Commercial and Residential
• U.I. listed 24 hour monitoring
• Access Control
• CCTV

The Benefits of having a good Security System:
1. Insurance Discounts - Homeowner or Business
2. Real Estate - Increases Value and a good selling
point.
3. Yourself - Having the Peace of Mind that your Family
and Possessions are protected 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.
Call Rob at Guard Tronic for a free, no obligation security
evaluation for your home or business

568-0888

DID YOU KNOW

OFFERS

FREE CLASSIFIEDS?
That’s Right! Sell your Vehicle, Camper, Lawn Mower,
the Gym you now use for a clothes hanger in the
Combat Airlifter FREE Classifieds.
Deadline for Combat Airlifter Free Classifieds is 5 pm Tuesday

ADS WILL RUN EVERY
FRIDAY FOR 3 WEEKS

CALL: 501-982-9421 OR 501-941-5132
OR EMAIL: combatairlifterclassifieds@arkansasleader.com

Ads must be non-commercial. (NO Employment, Real Estate or Rentals, Animals for Sale, Firearms or Personals).
FREE ads will run on a space available basis. We reserve the right to deny any ad at our discretion.
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PETS & SUPPLIES

PETS & SUPPLIES

AUTOS/ACCESSORIES

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

ITEMS FOR SALE

ITEMS FOR SALE

FREE KITTENS, 6 weeks old & litter
trained. Great Christmas gift! (501)
628-1711, Cabot.

CAT AVAILABLE for adoption at Jax.
Animal Shelter, female, 5 yrs. old, indoor cat, spayed, shots up to date.
982-2916.

HEAVY DUTY Masterguard Road
Warrior rear bumper w/chrome for
Chevrolet truck, retails for $500,
asking $200 obo. (501) 882-2142 or
(501) 606-1314.

2007 HONDA EX motorcycle, 43,000
miles, lots of extras. (501) 628-7085,
Wheatley.

JOHN DEERE 170 series, mowing
deck is bad, selling for parts, $175;
3.5 hp edger, $40. (501) 983-1445.

SANKEI 2350, Honda exhaust fan,
like new, $200 obo. (501) 882-2142
or 606-1314.

2003 FARM Pro diesel tractor, 24
hp., no loader, runs hot, $1,800.
(501) 983-1445.

LG. 2 seat jogging stroller, earphone
connection, $25; Radio Flyer, large,
plastic wagon, seats 2, $20; large
plastic toy box, $20; Frisbee golf
stands & 4 Frisbees, $20; old schoolroom desk, $20. 843-4890.

EXHAUST PIPES for Honda motorcycles, Sanki 2350, like new, $150
obo. (501) 882-2142 or 606-1314.

GOLF CLUBS: Ping I2 irons, Taylor
woods, Golfsmith putter, Hogan bag,
all in excellent condition, $299. 7498667.

FREE BLACK cat, female, in need of
good home, spayed. (501) 680-8093,
April.

RENTALS

RENTALS
625 STEVENSON, JAX.
3 BR, 1 BA, remodeled,
w/carport, refrigerator
$650 MO., $500 DEP.
42A PHEASANT RUN, CABOT
2 BR, 1 BA, townhouse, w/fridge
$550 MO., $400 DEP.
801 EAGLE, CABOT
2 BR, 1 BA, w/refrigerator,
washer & dryer
$425 MO., $400 DEP.
1920 WAR EAGLE, NLR
3 BR, 2.5 BA, w/garage,
fenced yd. & den
$1100 MO., $800 DEP.
142 RANDALL, JAX.
3 BR, 2 BA w/bonus room
$925 MO., $700 DEP.
1936 FORBUS RD., LONOKE
3 BR, 1.5 BA w/1 acre
$900 MO., $650 DEP.

33 S. PINE, CABOT
2 BR, 1 BA
$450 MO., $350 DEP.
17B ODDIE LN., WARD
2 BR, 1 BA, w/fridge
$525 MO., $400 DEP.
1606 CENTER, BEEBE
1500 SF. COMMERCIAL
$850 MO., $650 DEP.
609 ALTA LN. JAX.
3 BR, 1 1/2 BA W/Den,
Just Remodeled!
$775 MO., $700 DEP.

Vowell Realty

Property Management
501-605-1212

2 CHOCOLATE Labs, spayed & neutered, need to stay together. (501)
533-5702.

2008 KIA Rio, runs & drives good,
clean, 4-cylinder, auto., $1,850. (501)
952-3937.

KITTENS, 6 mos. old, male blk. &
white & female tabby. Need good
homes. cwiley81@gmail or (501)
804-9536.

2007 DODGE Ram Mega Cab, excellent condition, 228k miles, $9,9995.
(501) 743-0986.

FREE TO good home, 2 young, medium size male dogs, need home.
Call or text: (501) 259-9559.

CADILLAC, 2015 SRX, leather,
61,544 miles, warranty, desert sand,
$19,000. (501) 231-0241.

AUTOS/ACCESSORIES

1988 FORD Bronco II 4x4, $5,000.
(501) 288-0906.

15” ALUM. wheels & 235-75-15 tires
for Dodge truck, $225 for set. (501)
882-2142 or (501) 606-1314.

RENTALS

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
ON SEVERAL
RENTAL PROPERTIES

TWO LOCATIONS
303 N. James St.,
Jacksonville

1998 CHEVY Silverado 1500, great
work truck, runs good. (501) 8822142 or ^06-1314.

INCREASE YOUR
BUSINESS!!

ADVERTISE IN

Combat Airlifter

5209 J.F.K. Blvd.
North Little Rock

982-9421

www.century21prestigerealty.com

RENTALS

501-982-7474
501-835-2121

Property Management
982-3185

Properties Available:

719 S. Redmond, Jacksonville, 2 Br, 1 1/2 Ba, $595/mth
Phillip Drive, Jacksonville, 2 Br, 1 Ba, $475/mth
9106 Peachtree, Sherwood, 3 Br, 2 Ba, $925/mth
1519 Pine, Jacksonville, 3 Br, 1 Ba, $750/mth
14 FraMar, Jacksonville, 2 Br, 1 Ba, $525/mth
15 Wedgewood, Cabot, 3 Br, 2 Ba, $1,050/mth
209 Fair Oaks, Jacksonville, 3 Br, 2 Ba, $1,250/mth
708 Lehman, Jacksonville, 3 Br, 1 1/2 Ba, $750/mth
1213 Melrose, Jacksonville, 3 Br, 2 Ba, $1,050/mth
77-B Liberty, Cabot, 2 Br, 1 Ba, $500/mth
21 High Plains, Cabot, 3 Br, 2 Ba, $1200/mth
90 Pond, Cabot, 4 Br, 2 Ba, $895/mth
130 Plumdale, Sherwood, 3 Br, 2 Ba, $1250/mth
203 Creekwood, Jacksonville, 3 Br, 2 Ba, $1100/mth
70 Creekwood, Jacksonville, 3 Br, 2 Ba, $950/mth
403 W. 4th, North Little Rock, 2 Br, 1 1/2 Ba, $945/mth
Contact Office about Move-In Specials

For a complete list of our rental property, stop by our office at
300 T.P. White Drive, Suite A, Jacksonville or call 501-982-3185
www.bgrpm.com

4-WHEELER TIRES, (2) 24x8x12
- 40% tread, (2) 24x10x12 - 50%
tread, all for $100. (870) 256-5931,
Des Arc. No texts.

PINK FLOYD, Dark Side of the Moon
vinyl album w/matching lighter & XL
Pink Floyd T-shirt, $80 obo. (501)
606-1314 or (501) 882-2142.
BODY RIDER elliptical, used 5 times,
$120 firm. (501) 982-2262.

LAWN & FARM EQUIPMENT
STIHL LEAF blower, easy start, gas
powered, highest air output, handheld model, excellent condition,
$100. (501) 843-2187.
JOHN DEERE LA125, 42” cut w/
bagger, needs motor, $375. (501)
983-1445.
DIABETIC SHOES, black, good condition, $99 ea. 749-8667.

MINI-STORAGE

OLYMPIC WEIGHT set, complete,
250 lbs., $125. (501) 422-0012.
WOMEN’S UNIFORMS, tops, jackets, pants, solids, prints, small, medium, large, non-smoking home, no
holes, great condition, $2 ea. Call/
text: (734) 812-5229, Ward area.
STAIR STEPPER & stationary bicycle, older version, good condition, will
need truck to haul, $60 ea. or both for
$100. (501) 858-9106, Beebe.

MINI-STORAGE

AAA ALLSAFE SECURITY STORAGE, LLC
820 Peyton Street • Ward, AR

Hwy. 319, next to Ward Volunteer Fire Dept.

MONITORED

24-HOURS-A-DAY
7-DAYS-A-WEEK
CODED ACCESS GATE

Mon.-Fri. 8:00-4:30
Saturday: 10:00-4:00
Sunday: CLOSED

BOAT, RV &
MINI STORAGE

COMPETITIVE RATES

MILITARY & SENIOR
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE!
CASH, CHECKS & ALL MAJOR
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Office at #4 Industrial Dr. (in rear)

24 HOUR ACCESS GATE!

Northgate Mini Storage
t

FREE TO good home, German Shepherd mix, 4 yrs. old. Text: (407) 4086240.

Office: 501-843-8544
After Hours Call:
501-416-4723

All
Sizes Military
Available Discount

FREE lock Convenient
when you to
mention base
this ad
Northgate Mini Storage
503 Northgate Drive
Jacksonville, AR 72076

(501) 985-5054

BEAUTIFUL ARTHUR Court aluminum rooster pitcher, $75. Great
Christmas gift for rooster collectors.
Rare carnival glass pieces, $25 & up.
(501) 231-2757.
GARTH BROOKS boxed CD set
(The Limited Series) of 5 CDs, new
condition, $20. (501) 231-2757.
GIRL’S BICYCLES, white & purple
w/green brake lines, Murray Allant
10-speed w/headlight & tail light,
must sell, (501) 882-2142 or 6061314.
56 GALLON aquarium w/wood cabinet stand & lid cover w/2 filters &
lights, $95. (501) 858-9106, Beebe.
2 TWIN camo sheet sets,1 comforter,1 dust ruffle, new in bag, $100
obo;1 tan Dooney & Bourke purse,
$50; 1 navy blue Dooney & Bourke
purse w/dust bag, almost new, $75;
1 pink Brahmin crossbody, new w/
tags & dust bag, $190; 1 green Liz
Claiborne purse, $15 obo; women's
shoes, sz. 6 & 7; all clean, smoke
free. Serious Inquiries only. (501)
944-5346.

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
LG. CAPACITY GE washer/dryer,
frontload, only a few mos. old, like
new, $1,600.; side kick stainless
steel refrigerator/freezer, lg. capacity, new in plastic, $1,000; Kenmore,
white side by side, water & ice in
door, $600 obo.; med. off-white chest
freezer, $90 obo.; med. size color TV,
$25 obo.; lg. TV, $35 obo., both work
great. Smoke free, clean & ready to
go. Serious inquiries only. (501) 9445346.
LARGE WOODEN warddrobe w/
shelves & hanging rods, $90 obo.
(501) 944-5346.
2004 WHIRLPOOL microwave/vent
hood combination, never installed,
$175; Janome sewing machine,
4-spool serger, brand new, $225.
(501) 628-7085, Wheatley.
60” ROUND glasstop table & 4 parson’s chairs, excellent condiiton,
pd. $1,000, asking $600. (501) 8275788, Beebe, leave msg.
27” KITCHENAIDE double wall
oven, stainless steel, $160; Kitchenaide gas 4-burner cooktop, $65.
(501) 428-6205.
BROYHILL CHEST of drawers, $75;
4 person tent, in bag, $25. (501) 6903717, Ward area.
WASHER & dryer, $200 for both.
(501) 676-6929.
GE SMOOTH-TOP electric range,
stainless steel, like new, $400. (501)
519-3433.
ASHLEY POWER recliner, new in
box, Pd. $814, asking $500 obo.
(501) 580-1283.
MINI FRIDGE, $30. (501) 983-1445.
RIVERSIDE SOFA, love seat, chair
& ottoman, wood framed, removable
navy blue cushions, $350. (501) 8432605.
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HOUSES FOR SALE

HOUSES FOR SALE

HOUSES FOR SALE

HOUSES FOR SALE

HOUSES FOR SALE

HOUSES FOR SALE

1522 N. Center
Lonoke
676-2245
9401 E. Woodruff

Sherwood

4 bedrooms
2 Full & 1 Half Baths
3,016 SF
MLS #18036468

www.knoxrealtyco.com
Brook Knox, Principal Broker/412-5806 (mobile)
Multi-Million Dollar Sales Producer

YOUR LONOKE REAL ESTATE CONNECTION! CALL OUR OFFICE TO FIND MORE LISTINGS

CALL US-WE CAN SELL ANY COMPANY’S LISTING

354,900

$

1200 Dyson Dr.

Jacksonville

4 bedrooms
2 Full & 1 Half Baths
2,648 SF
MLS #18025557

179,900

$

102 Shelby

Jacksonville

3 bedrooms
1 Full & 1 Half Baths
1,803 SF
MLS #18030735

119,900

$

Sherwood

from

Claudette Derden, Agent/920-2204
Multi-Million Dollar Sales Producer

9808 Laurel Oaks
4 bedrooms
2 Full & 1 Half Baths
2,811 SF
MLS #18035699

369,900

$

BEAUTIFUL 74 ACRES TO BUILD THE HOME
OF YOUR DREAMS!! The property is fenced &
CHARMING HOME WITH FRESH cross fenced, 2 ponds, fruit trees, 45x60 pole barn &
PAINT AND NEW FLOORING. 3 feeding shed. 3132 Clay Hill Rd., Austin ~ $333,000.
bedroom, 2 baths approx. 1,400 sq. ft.
Open kitchen dining combo, laundry room
& large master bedroom, fenced backyard
and patio. 712 Barnes Street ~ $96,000.

AMAZING CUSTOM BUILT 3 BEDROOM
2 BATH HOME offers an open floor plan.
Living w/19’ ceiling & electric FP. Kitchen w/
BEAUTIFUL 9.35 +/- ACRES TO breakfast bar & pantry, sep. dining rm. Transom
BUILD the home of your dreams on. windows, extra crown molding, 9’ ceilings
Near the interstate. 2616 S Kerr Road ~ throughout & so much more ~ truly a must see.
Enjoy evenings sitting on the back porch over
$75,000.
looking the pasture. Also a 30x30 barn, fenced
for horses & 16x12 storage all sitting on approx.
4 acres. 11256 AR Hwy 31 N ~ $215,000.

LOTS FOR SALE

362 Fair Oaks, Jacksonville

MLS #18036243............................. .33 acres..................................$19,900

dwrhomes@yahoo.com

1403 Foxwood, Jacksonville

MLS #18030748............................. .25 acres..................................$24,900

507B JP Wright Loop Rd., Jacksonville

Cell: (501) 529-3800 • mmddietz@aol.com
www.dwrhomes.net

501-982-1517

3400 John F. Kennedy Blvd. • North Little Rock, AR 72116 • Office: (501) 975-2100

FAX: 985-0026 PHONE: 982-9421 or 941-5132 • EMAIL: combatairlifterclassifieds@arkansasleader.com

Active Duty, Military Retirees and civilians employed at Little Rock Air Force Base and tenant commands and dependents.
5 pm Tuesday for Friday Publication
Only ONE FREE AD PER ISSUE, up to 20 WORDS. Ads will run for two weeks. The word limit does not include names, addresses and telephone
numbers. Late ads will be held until the next week for publication. FREE ADS WILL BE RUN ON A SPACE AVAILABLE BASIS. Terms are limited
to selling or trading. Excludes all ads described under the terms of PAID Classified Advertising. Personals will not be accepted.
PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS ONLY - no businesses or organizations.

POLICY: Classifieds will be accepted:
IN PERSON: 404 Graham Rd., Jacksonville, Ark.
BY PHONE: (501) 982-9421 or (501) 941-5132 • BY FAX: (501) 985-0026
BY E-MAIL: combatairlifterclassifieds@arkansasleader.com
BY MAIL: The Leader, P.O. Box 766, Jacksonville, Ark. 72078
The Combat Airlifter newspaper reserves the right to correctly classify, edit, reject or cancel any ad.

Name & Rank:
Office or Activity:
Home Phone:

Work Phone:

I have read the above policy and understand the terms, and that this ad will run on a one time, space
available basis.

Signature:

WONDERFUL FAMILY HOME with lots
of space! This 3 or 4 bedroom 2 & 1/2 bath
home has over 2,000 sq. ft. 2 living areas
one has a gas fireplace. Nice eat in kitchen
with lots of cabinets & marble counter tops.
904 W Academy ~ $115,000.

LOOKING FOR A HOME IN THE COUNTRY?
This manufactured home has 3 bedrooms 2 bath
with over 1,600 sq. ft. Large living room, open
kitchen and separate dining area. Sitting on approx.
1 acre. 174 Mathis Road ~ $70,000.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO SEE ALL OF OUR
LISTINGS, GO TO WWW.KNOXREALTYCO.COM

FAX: 985-0026 PHONE: 982-9421 or 941-5132 • EMAIL: combatairlifterclassifieds@arkansasleader.com

Tuesday, 5 p.m. for Friday Publication
$10.00 for the first 25 words, 25¢ for each word after, per week, for each individual ad.
Help Wanted, Services, Fundraisers, Rentals, Real Estate, Manufactured Housing & all other business
or commercial income ads. All must be prepaid.

POLICY: Classifieds will be accepted:
IN PERSON: 404 Graham Rd., Jacksonville, Ark.
BY PHONE: (501) 982-9421 or (501) 941-5132 • BY FAX: (501) 985-0026
BY E-MAIL: combatairlifterclassifieds@arkansasleader.com
BY MAIL: The Leader, P.O. Box 766, Jacksonville, Ark. 72078
We take VISA, MC, A/E and Discover for easier payment. The Combat Airlifter newspaper reserves the right to correctly classify, edit, reject or cancel any ad.

Date:
Number of times ad to be run:
Issue Dates:
Name:
Address:
Credit Card #:

Amount enclosed:

Phone:
Exp.
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